
RECOVER WASTE
RECYCLING DREAMS



The 90s plunged the population 
into unemployment largest in our 
history leaving thousands without 

jobs 



Return to the job

• In 2003 the devaluation produced that   
recyclable materials were recovering their 
commercial value.
Thousands went out into the streets to 
collect waste for sale.
What was more was collected cardboard 
(hence the name of the 
activity).”Cartoneros”
We did it individually (neoliberalism)





Decree-Law 9.111/78.

• Also is prohibited the performance of any 
type of waste recovery task, even by those 
who have the award of the concession for 
waste collection. Such prohibition also 
includes the so-called "CIRUJEO" even on 
land owned by individuals



Work was a crime

• The legislation was Decree 9.111/78. done 
for the genocidal dictatorship.

• Playing companions prevented the 
accused of stealing garbage in the trash.

• But it was clear that we had not chosen 
the path of crime but of the work.

• With what other wastes we create our 
jobs.



Work together

• After realizing that if we got together it was 
easier.
If we put together what we managed more 
volume and the ability to sell as wholesale.
If we were together was easier to deal with 
all problems 



It was the start of the
Cooperative.

• 7 comrades got together to start to recycle 
dreams.
We started learning how to separate 
materials to give added value.
Working as a team.
But the most important was to be 
recognized as workers.



Some who start the way
.



We found much solidarity



Thought to be public servants 

• After visiting fellow Tasters brazil and meet the 
selective collection.

• We got in touch with various organizations to 
learn to give added value and industrialize it 
collected.

• We started designing a service differentiated 
garbage collection in the district of La Matanza.
Waste management or comprehensively 







The things we do as ...

• To accomplish what we set out we had to 
make our cars, trailers and machines with 
some things we were finding either 
material and intellectual.

• Discovering much knowledge we had and 
we had forgotten.







Outside the cooperative

• Just as we come together between us also 
went together with other organizations to 
be gaining some achievements in the 
claims.
Laws were passed that they are 
recognizing the business and those who 
do.





Some of the laws obtained with the 
work and struggle.

• Law N º 25,916 (National) Protección Ambiental 
Gestión for Integrated Waste Residential.
Provincial Law 13,592 (Prov, Buenos Aires.)  
Gestión Integral de residuos (Urban Waste).
LAW N º 1,854 (City de Buenos Aires)
Gestión Integral de Residuos (Urban Waste)



The moving cartoneros.

•
The cartoneros we organize collectively to 
demand recognition and involvement not 
only as beneficiaries of social policies but 
as protagonists in designing such policies





Some phrases to reflect.

• The waste management is everyone's 
responsibility.
Because the service is paid to companies that 
pollute and cartoneros not recognize them.
The cartoneros are the first link in the care of the 
environment.
The cartoneros are professionals and should be 
recognized as public servants.
We must not let environmental care subject to 
the laws of the market.



The Cooperative today

• Currently, the forms 26 classmates.
We are one of the two waste management 
companies in La Matanza. (2 million inhabitants)
We differentiated garbage collection in three 
localities of the party.
We have agreements with some companies and 
institutions to separate their waste.



With which we walk together

• Instituto nacional de Asocitivismo y Economía social.
• Federación de cooperativas de Trabajo de la Republica Argentina.
• Instituto Movilizador de Fondos Cooperativos.
• UIL. Progetto Sud.
• Red Reciclando Valores.
• Idelcoop.
• Penta -Ka
• Café Basaglia.
• Secretaría de Ambiente de la Nación.
• Autoridad de Cuenca Matanza Riachuelo.
• Revista Unodenosotros.
• Red Latinoamericana de recicladores.
• Recicladores sin Fronteras.     
• Municipalidad de La Matanza.
• Ceil -Piette / Conicet.
• Arci Torino.
• Avina.



Cooperativa de Provisión de Servicios 
“RECICLANDO SUEÑOS” Limitada.
Correo electrónico: recisu@gmail.com

Anatole France 5943 I. Casanova.
Buenos Aires – Argentina.

0054 011(15)49387792


